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It is not an easy task to write a newsletter each quarter. Of the fifty things we 

could share with you, we have the perplexing task of picking two or three 

things at most. This year we created a website to enable us to tell you more 

about what we do. If you haven't had a chance to browse our blog, we hope 

you will. We update it at least once a week with text and photos. Feel free to 

visit us at  www.visionforvanuatu.wordpress.com. 
 

JOY BIBLE INSTITUTE 

The new school year is well underway at Joy Bible Institute (JBI). The freshmen class has arrived to 
join second and third year students. JBI is the only Assemblies of God Bible School for Vanuatu and we 
currently have students from eleven different islands. Classes are taught in English and Bislama. We are 

grateful for the privilege of training the next generation of pastors for this island nation and beyond. 

REBUILDING THE FACILITIES 

Last November we started renovating the only men's bathroom 
on campus. This led to creating a much needed student laundry 
room and we haven't stopped renovating. Though there has 
been some maintenance over the years, the original timber 
campus buildings from 1979-1980 are just wearing out. The 

tropical climate, the torrential rains, the voracious termites and 
frequent earthquakes have taken their toll. Vanuatu sits on the 
famous Pacific Ring of Fire; we have seven active volcanoes and 

several small earth tremors a day! 

On April 4th the new school library was dedicated. In the photo below, Pastor Robert, Gary and JBI 
Principal Edgell are cutting the ribbon at the official opening. We completely gutted the dreary 

downstairs of the old mission house and turned it into a bright and cheerful new library! We are so 
thankful for the special offerings which allowed us to provide the students with a library and have 
access to the school's 2000 library books. We still need funds to purchase three computers for the 
library. Thank you so much to those of you who gave so generously to 

renovate and furnish these new facilities! 

PROJECT 5619 

Rebuilding Joy Bible Institute is an ongoing project. We are currently 
renovating the upstairs of the old mission house for a girls' dormitory. It 
has been many years since the girls had a dorm on campus. We need 
your help as never before. $9,000 will renovate and furnish the new girls' 
dorm. We have enclosed a form to simplify your designated gifts. All gifts 

large and small are appreciated. Thank you for your support. 

We are in the fifth year of our term but are not due to return to the U.S. 

for deputation until the summer of 2009. The falling dollar, rising costs 

and several churches who have recently written to say they are unable to 
continue their monthly support have put us in a difficult financial position. 
As of the end of March 2008, our work fund balance was $0.00. Your 

partnership in this missionary endeavor is so valued and your support is 
essential to keeping us here in Vanuatu. 

Together for the Gospel, 

Gary and Lori 
J. Gary and Lori, Jasmine and Jeremy Ellison 

J. Gary and Lori Ellison
Assemblies of God Missionaries to Vanuatu

VANUATU FACTS 

Highest concentration of languages per 
population of any country in the world: 
115 vernacular languages plus 3 official 
languages of French, English and Bislama, 
for 210,000 people. 

A Y-shaped chain of 74 populated islands 
and 270 uninhabited tiny islets located in 

the southwest Pacific Ocean. 


